
Journal of Camel Practice and Research April 2019 / 115

SEND REPRINT REQUEST TO GULENG AMU email: amoolg@163.com

Overview of stamps
Postage stamps are a sanctioned product of 

official government agencies (Li, 2002). The earliest 
stamp was the “Penny Black” issued by the British 
in May 1840 (Wang, 2013) and since then stamps 
began to circulate worldwide. The stamp has a wide 
range of international propaganda values. It records 
a period of history, geography, politics, economy, 
nature, humanities and art in a country (Yang, 2007; 
Cai et al,  2008).

Overview of Bactrian camel caravan
According to fossil data from palaeontologists, 

about two million years ago, Bactrian camels migrated 
from North America’s Bering Strait into Eurasia, 
where they distributed widely (Jirimutu et al, 2009). 
Bactrian camels belong to the camel family, including 
domestic and wild species, but there is no direct 
relationship between them; they have different 
maternal origins (Ming et al, 2017).

Bactrian camels are a transportation method 
for nomadic people in central Asia and are also 
an important source of livestock trade between 
neighbouring countries (Gadari and Dachagan, 2012). 
The Bactrian camel is resistant to hunger and thirst, 
making it suitable for long-distance transport (Zhong, 
1982).

According to historical records, as early as 2000 
years ago, on the “Silk Road” of ancient China, people 
used bactrian camels to cross dangerous areas, such 
as the Taklimakan Desert, the Tianshan Mountains 

and the Pamir Plateau to transport goods over long 
distances (Peter, 2016).

Long-distance camel caravan were used to 
transport fur, silk, candy, salt, ceramics and tea, 
generally for several months to complete a round trip. 
A mid-range camel caravan usually used to takes thirty 
days to travel between regions. The structure of the 
mid and long distance camel caravan was very strict, 
was organised by camel merchants and comprised a 
team of about 10 people. The person responsible for 
the camel was called a Camel Man. Each man led 12–16 
camels and was not allowed to ride the camels, only 
to walk with them. Short-distance transportation took 
two or three days, mainly to exchange goods between 
neighbouring area. The camel caravan’s work schedule 
was strict and regular. It usually started at 12 noon, 
stopped at 1 or 2 o’clock at night, grazed the camels 
during the day and traveled at night, with a daily 
trip of about thirty or forty kilometres (Gadari and 
Dachagan, 2012; Zhong, 1991).

Collection of bactrian camel caravan stamps
Tannu Tuva issued the first bactrian camel 

stamp in September 1927 (Fig 1 A), which was also the 
first camel caravan stamp in the world and since then 
the bactrian camel has occupied a place in the history 
of stamps (Colnect, 2018).

We searched (Colnect, 2018; China post, 2018; 
Mongolia post, 2018; Jingdong, 2018; Taobao, 2018; 
Tuva, 2018) and used Colnect, e-bay, Jingdong and 
Taobao to collect 199 bactrian camel stamps released 
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ABSTRACT
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